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Spring for the Ages

in the empty cupboards within warmed their faces nearly 400
the tiny village. Or maybe it was years ago. Since the time our
when the last of the snow had forefathers settled, remember
melted, leaving behind the hope that we are descended from
of spring. men and women with whom
we share much more than just
a genetic connection. We
share the same dark winters,
and the same hope of spring.

Dark winters take the form of
illness, lost employment, family
fights or any number of calami-
ties. At times, we may feel like
Question: How do you gauge a the crisis will never end and that
the difficult situation will never
difficult winter? pass. But eventually the crisis
. does pass, the snow melts, and
Perhaps for me spring centersIife 0es on
on my mother 6s k?lrt'hday, Apri
31, because for years | havewnhat gets us through our dark,
judged the severity of winter by difficult winters? - Our family,
the presence of snow in April.  friends, and faith, the very same
things that enabled our Pilgrim
ancestors to survive through
their extraordinary difficulties.
This spring the snow will melt
and the sun will begin to warm
our faces, just as the sun

Answer: Snow in April.

How did our Pilgrim ancestors
mark the difficulty of that first
winter? Perhaps by the ceme-
tery markers they created as
acknowledgment of their belov-
eds passing. It may have been

0, wind, if winter comes, can spring be far
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http://thinkexist.com/quotation/o-wind-if_winter_comes-can_spring_be_far_behind/327356.html
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Spotlight

Donna

I nterestingly, these two
members have the same an-

cestors: John Howland, Eliza-
beth Tilley, John Tilley, George
and Richard War-

Soule,
ren. That is because these
two members are sisters,
Donna Smithand her younger
sister Dessamae Curry.

Years ago, a librarian told
Dessamae she should re-
search Darling, their maiden
name, to see if she could be
in the Mayflower Soci-
ety. Dessamae answered
that she "didn't believe in that
Mayflower stuff."

Years later she decided
maybe shecould qualify. She
wrote to an expert about Ben-
jamin Hawes. He sent a copy
of the Hawes' will, and that
became her key to continue
the research. She is now
looking for information on the
McHenry line. Donna be-
came interested through her
sister. She joined the D.A.R.
and has continued research
on the family.

In the summer of 2009,
Donna found the Civil War
information on their paternal
greatgrandfather, Henry H.
Patton, a member of the
151st Regiment of Crown
Point, IN. Both ladies have
been Mayflower mem-
bers about three years.
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Dessamae

and

Curry

Donnais employed, caring for the property
of the Johnson Memorial Library in Hicks
ville, OH, part of the Defiance County Librar
System. She does everything, inside andg
out, in every season! She enjoys reading all
kinds of books and working word puz
zles. Recently Donna finished a notebook
on her father's family, covering at least the
last five generations. Donna also keeps
busy at her church, with the Friends of thg
Johnson Memorial

with the Fort Fidnlay D.A.R.She was mar-
ried for 48 years and has six adult children.

the D.A.R. three years in a row. In 2009, sh
attended the D.A.R. National Convention

in Washington, D.C. for the first timeThe group toured Monticello
and museums and memorials in the D.C. areaBecause her father

Library, the Williams
County Genealogical Society in Bryan, and

Donna has been to the State Convention off
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was a veteran of W.W.l and her brother was a veteran of W.W.II and

Korea. she had a very heastvarming experience at the W.W.lI Mg

morial. A group of W.W.II veterans from Columbus, OH, were having

their picture taken. Elizabeth Dole was there alsoThe D.A.R. tour
group applauded them as the veterans walked through the colgd
guard to the memorial.

Dessamaetalked about growing up on a farm.While raising
three children, she worked in the office of a grade school, at Magn
vox in Ft. Wayne, IN, and clerked in a dime store in Hicksvillghe
and her husband moved to Findlay, OH, in 1965.He died in
1979. Currently Dessamae keeps busydoing a lot of genealogy
work on line, including volunteework at the Findlay libraryfor other
people researching their ancestors. She belongs to St. Andrew's
United Methodist Church, the Civil War Daughters of Union Vet
ans, and is the Regent of the Fort Findlay Chapter of Daughters
the American Revolution.She plays bridge and is a ham radio op
erator (W8AFR) who serves as the mistress of the Findlay H/
FEST. Dessamae hopes to join a chapter of the War of 1812 Soc
ety.

When their three sons were at home, the Curry fami
camped all over the U.S. and in the area of the Canadian Rog
ies. Dessamae gives this advice: Keep busy and put your heart af
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soul into your interests. She may be reached at 419123-0217 or
dukecoh@netzero.net /



mailto:dukecoh@netzero.net
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Notes of Interest

The Winner of the
Katharyn L. Huss Wunderley
Memorial Scholarship is:

Alexandria P Hutchings
Daughter of Charles and Trudy Hutchings.

Alexandria received her scholarship award from
Susan Wunderley Fisher and Rick Wunderley

Coming next issue:

Several years ago, the
chronicles had featured an

English Hawthorn or mayflower pin available through

Plimoth Plantation. This pin is again listed online at

Ric Harner and Marge
Waterfield will offer suggested
reading of interest for our
members.
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