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The Influence of the Mayflower  

Pilgrims on America  

By Anthony Althauser 

A group of 102 men, women, and 

children who voyaged to the new 
and undiscovered territory that 

would one day become the United 

States of America were arguably the 

bravest men and women of their 

time. Through the Pilgrimsõ 
perseverance and passion for 

freedom, a new nation would soon 

be formed. The laws and freedoms 

that we presently enjoy as òOne 
nation under God, indivisible, with 

liberty and justice for all,ó were 

established by a group of individuals 

who wanted to escape tyranny and 

corruption. The Mayflower Pilgrims 
left England and the English church in 

search of religious freedom and a 

form of self-government that the 

Dr. Patti R. Albaugh, Editor                                   Email: mayflowerlady@pattialbaugh.com  

 
From Dr. Don: 

 

Thanks on behalf 

of all my family 

for your cards and 

letters and 

prayers following 

Sally's death on 

Jan. 5...and for 

your caring about 

what has 

happened to me 

and my family in 

the loss of our 

lovely girl. 

In this issue:  

New Members 4 

Colony Chronicles 5 

Historianõs Notes 6 

Junior Mambers 7 

Scholarship 

Winners 

8 

Spring 2010 

Volume 28, Issue 1 

world had never quite seen before. 

This group of Separatists left their 

homes to embark upon a dangerous 

journey, which might have led to their 
deaths. However, these brave 

individuals sought to freely worship 

their God even at the expense of their 

own safety. They sailed across the 
Atlantic Ocean for a treacherous sixty-

six days, and their bravery helped 

found the United States as it exists 

today. Under the leadership of William 

Bradford, who was the governor of 
Plymouth from 1620 to 1656, the 

Pilgrims wrote the Mayflower 

Compact, which served as the 

forerunner to the Constitution. Many 
consider this document to be one of 

the most influential documents in our 

history because it established our 

democracy. Although the Pilgrims still 

viewed themselves as Englishmen, they 
believed that they should possess 

religious freedom and agreed that they 

should all be given equal rights just as 

God created them equally. 150 years 

later the Mayflower Compact led to 
the writing of the Constitution, which 

directs the United States government 

and establishes certain principles in the 

heart of every United States citizen. 
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The Mayflower Compact opens by saying òIn the name of God, Amen.ó The Mayflower Pilgrims did not believe 

in the separation of church and state as we do today. They believed that they should be able to worship God 

and read the Bible without the restrictions of the Church of England. The men who wrote the Constitution not 

only used the Mayflower Compact as a guide, but they inherited the Pilgrimsõ religious mentality as well. Our 
country still reflects the beliefs of the Pilgrims in our Pledge of Allegiance, our National Anthem, and even on 

our currency, which reads òIn God We Trust.ó Not only did the Mayflower Compact establish religious freedom 

and Christian morals in our society, but it established the democracy which our Constitution adheres to. The 

writers of the Mayflower Compact state, òWe, whose names are underwrittenésolemnly and mutually in the 
Presence of God and one of another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, for our 

better Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaidéó The forty-one men who signed the 

Mayflower Compact understood the importance of having written laws to govern the people but at the same 

time they understood that each individual is endowed with certain unalienable rights. The Declaration of 

Independence reflects the Pilgrimsõ view of life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness. The men who wrote the 
Mayflower Compact would arguably influence England, the forming United States, and perhaps the world more 

than any revolutionaries. 

 

Not only did the Pilgrims write the Mayflower Compact which served to establish the freedoms and government 
of our nation, but they lived in such a way that their attitudes and behaviors are still revered today. William 

Bradford and the Pilgrims made peace with the natives of the newly discovered territory and would not have 

survived without their help. The Pilgrims saw the Native Americans as individuals with rights just as themselves. 

This cannot be said for all of the settlers and explorers who uncovered new territories in the Western 

Hemisphere. In 1621 the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag tribe ate and praised God together in celebration of their 
first full harvest. Today we still observe this celebration in honor of the Pilgrims and our God who has 

abundantly blessed our nation. Thanksgiving is a reflection of the Pilgrimsõ humble attitude which influenced our 

nation in such a powerful way that we still celebrate this day as an annual tradition. 

 

I confidently believe that the Mayflower Pilgrims were the most influential individuals in our nationõs history. 
Their passion, perseverance, morality, and wisdom were adopted in the writing of the Declaration of 

Independence as well as the Constitution. As a society we celebrate the accomplishments of this small group of 

people who let their valor outweigh danger time and again. 

 
 

*  *  *  *  

 

The Influence of the Mayflower Pilgrims on America  

 
By Elizabeth Cramer 

 

The influence of the Mayflower Pilgrims on American culture conjures familiar images in the minds of many 

Americans, such as the annual Thanksgiving celebration, a national holiday honoring the harvest and fellowship 
shared between the Pilgrims and Wampanoag people. However, the influence of the Pilgrims on our culture far 

surpasses the common vision of Thanksgiving. It is also bigger than the number of descendants, estimated at 35 

million, of the small numbers of Pilgrims who survived through that terrible first winter; and it is larger than the 
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Mayflower Compact which established a basis for the Constitution of the United States. (Van Deusen, 2008) 

Indeed the most significant influence the Pilgrims created for American society was the establishment of the 

ideology of democracy, including freedom of worship, a fundamental right of all American citizens. 

 
While the motivation of many settlers, the desire for land or wealth, ultimately led to the colonization of 

America and the realization of the United States, the motivations for the Pilgrims were not based on greed or 

money. They simply wanted to live in a society where they could be free to worship their chosen religion, and 

seventeenth century England certainly was not tolerant of any beliefs other than the state sanctioned Church of 
England. 

 

Today many countries still do not practice religious tolerance. Exactly how important is freedom of religion? 

Unfortunately the ravages of religious intolerance are reported in the news on an almost daily basis. Afghanistan 

still struggles with Taliban instigated violence, as radical Muslims commit heinous acts in an effort to enforce 
their religious beliefs upon the masses. Young girls were doused with acid in an effort to prevent them from 

attending school. One girl was òburned so badly that her red scarf melted onto her dark brown hairó (Abawi, 

2009, Jan. 23). Their teachers were attacked with acid as well. This is religious intolerance at its worst. 

 
During the 1600õs life in England was equally intolerant of those who railed against the Church of England. The 

Separatists faced fines, imprisonment, and even death for worshiping God in their way. Now however, the 

descendants of those Separatists who sailed to the New World face no such penalties. Today the United States 

guarantees many rights to their citizens, among them the freedom to worship. 

 
The ability to practice a religion freely may be taken for granted by some, but for many Americans faith is the 

one aspect of their life that affects all the other aspects including their families, habits, and morals. The fact that 

the Pilgrims held their religious beliefs in such importance and gave up the comforts of the only life they knew, 

implicitly shows those same aspects of life are just a important today as they were in the seventeenth century. 

 
During any given week, an estimated 43% of Americans regularly attend church (Religious Tolerance, 2007, Aug. 

10). That percentage equals nearly 132 million people, all who owe that right, in part, to the Pilgrims (Religious 

Tolerance, 2007, Aug. 10). But it is not only the ability to attend church in which we look to our forefathers, but 

the ability to attend any church, that makes their influence even more amazing. Though Christianity is the most 
prevalent religious group, Unitarians, Buddhists, Jews, Hindus, Native Americans, Muslims, and many more 

religions are all represented in the United States (Adherents, 2005). The United States is a figure of freedom for 

all the world, one that some countries wish to emulate, and others fear. 

 

Certainly the Pilgrims could not have imagined the massive impact they would have on the United States. 
Throughout history, small events have shaped the future in amazing ways, and so it is with the Pilgrims settling in 

the New World. This group wanting only to live their lives reverently and in peace, gave the United States 

religious tolerance and freedom, the basis for our Constitution, and truly a way of life. Though only a handful 

made it through that terrible voyage and the miserable winter, that handful of men, women, and children 
changed the world. 
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Member  Ancestor  Colony   

Naomi (Larabee) Powers SamuelFuller CIN  

Sarah Esther Linhardt Stephen Hopkins  CIN  

Anna Leigh Linhardt (Jr. to Adult) Stephen Hopkins  CIN  

Rolland Bernard Standish Miles Standish  CLE  
Linda Gail Kramer William Bradford  CLE  

Sharon Kent Dauer  (Mrs David) John Howland  COL  
Jeffry Allen Wagoner Edward Doty  COL  

Matthew Aaron Parsell William White  TOL  

Bryon L. Stickles Francis Cooke  TOL  

Janet Hussey  William White  TOL  

Gregory Harry Westmoreland William Brewster  WR  
Sandra Wasson John Alden  WR 

 

D u a l  M e m b e r s h i p s  
David Lawrence Grinnell Richard Warren  COL, CA 

 
S u p p l e m e n t a l s  

John Robert Hammond James Chilton  COL  

Janet Winifred (Betz) Ebert Isaac Allerton  COL 
  Mary (Norris) Allerton  COL 

Teresa A. (Barre) Boice John Howland  COL 

Gary Macmann John Alden  TOL 
Janett (Schubach) Calland James Chilton  TOL 

 

T r a n s f e r  O u t  

Carolyn Sanford     To SC 

  

 

 

In Memoriam 
 

The Society extends deepest condolences to the family and 
friends of each of our  ñPilgrim cousins.ò 

 
Frederick I. Whitehead  CLE 2-2-09  

Ronald S. Howard  CIN 6-10-09  

George D. Sauer  MAR 7-10-09  

Lawrence H. Jakes  MAR 7-26-09  

Barbara DePuy Rogers  CLE 8-17-09 

Mary C. Bavender  COL 10-1-09  

Robert Keen  COL 12-28-09  
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Colony Chronic les  

 

CINNCINNATI  

 Cincinnati Colony welcomed 50 members and guests to its annual Compact Day observance on November 22, 

2009, at First Presbyterian Church in Troy.  The program was twofold.  During the 19th century, the church was a station 

on the Underground Railroad and escaping slaves hid and moved through a tunnel underneath the sanctuary.  A church 

member led a tour of the tunnel.  In addition, members and adult leaders of the four southwest Ohio societies of the 

Children of the American Revolution (C.A.R.) joined us as one of their program objectives this year is to learn about the 

Mayflower Compact.  Elizabeth Okrutny, Cincinnati Colony Treasurer and Honorary State President of the Ohio Society 

C.A.R., presented a program on the Mayflower Compact.  Colony officers were elected for a one-year term. 

 

CLEVELAND  

No report  

COLUMBUS  

 The Columbus Colony has selected The Ramada Plaza Hotel & Conference Center, 4900 Sinclair Rd., Columbus, 

OH 43229 as the site for the Annual Meeting on 14 and 15 May. Reservations must be made by 23 April at 614-846-0300 or 

by fax at 614-846-3251. Peggy Baker, Director Emeritus of Pilgrim Hall in Plymouth, MA, will speak about Mayflower 

women on Friday evening and about young Mayflower men at Saturdayõs luncheon. More details will be in the invitation. 

 

MARIETTA  

No report  

TOLEDO  

 The March 27, 2010, meeting of the Toledo Colony will be held at the Holiday Inn French Quarter in Perrysburg, 

Ohio.  The speaker will be Marge Waterfield, a past Lt. Gov. of the Toledo Colony.  Her power-point presentation 

(previously given at Lourdes College) will be òPilgrims vs. Puritans ð Whatõs The Difference?ó 

 The June 26, 2010 summer luncheon meeting will be held in the auditorium of the Visitors Center at Fort Meigs in 

Perrysburg.  The speaker will be Dr. Ruth Herndon, Professor of Early American History at Bowling Green State University. 

Her PhD was about early New England history.  The exact subject is to be determined. 

 

WESTERN RESERVE 

 The March 20 meeting will be at Laurel Lake Crown Center, 

Hudson. Tom Neel, Library Director of the Ohio Genealogical Society, will 

be the guest speaker. The 82nd Compact Day Sunday worship and 

Celebration last November featured speaker Peggy Baker, Director and 

Librarian of the Pilgrim Society and Plymouth Hall Museum. Twenty-two 

members with twenty-five years or more membership in the General 

Society were recognized. Jennifer Nairne was recognized on becoming 

WRCõs 200th member. Monies and food items collected that day were 

donated to the Akron-Canton Area Food Bank. 

 In the photo to the left are the winners of the Western Reserve 

Colony Membership drive.  They are holding one of the prizes.  Each winner 

received framed photos of the three panels of the stained glass windows in 
the outward wall of the Pilgrim Hall Museum and Library, Plymouth, MA. 

The winners, pictured left and right of the speaker (Peggy Baker) are Robert 

Larsen and Kathy Bachman. Another winner, Norma Wasson, could not 

attend. 
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Historianõs Notes 
 

 The Society of Mayflower Descendants in Ohio is partnering with the Ohio Genealogical Society 

to house our older membership applications. OGS has recently broken ground for a new library in Bell-
ville, OH. When the new library is completed in 2010, we will be transferring our older applications to 

the library. The files will be treated the same way as the files for the OGS lineage societies which means 
they will be open to the public. 

 Although Ohio is an open record state, we want to avoid any possibility of our documents being 

used for identity theft. I will redact birthdates of the living on the membership applications. I need to 
know from you what you want me to do with your certificates. I can redact the dates on them, shred 

them or return them to you. Please let me know your preference. If I donõt hear from you now, I will 
contact each of you individually before your files are moved. You can send me an email or a letter to let 

me know your preference. 

 As part of our partnership with OGS, Ohio Mayflower will also have display space at the OGS 
annual meetings. The 2010 meeting will be in Toledo April 22-24. Any Society members who would be 

willing to work a shift at our table should contact me. The job is simple ð talk about the purposes of the 
Society, encourage anyone with Mayflower ancestry to pursue membership and to point them to the 

Ohio and General Society websites for more information. I will have stacks of pamphlets and preliminary 
application forms to distribute. Volunteers will be accepted up to the end of the conference! 

 As you will have read in the December Mayflower Quarterly, effective 1/1/2010, the General So-

ciety has decided to open up the list of Mayflower passengers to whom lineage can be traced to all pas-
sengers, male and female who are known to have left descendants. Your Ohio historian team is ready to 

help you with supplemental applications for any of these newly opened lines. You can get the preliminary 
application form that starts the process at www.ohiomayflower.org or by contacting one of us. In case 

you missed it, here is the list of wives and children who are now eligible.

 
Ann Gulbransen, Historian 

563 Sharon Copley Road 

Wadsworth, OH 44281 

OHMayflowerHistorian@gmail.com 

Wives Children 

Priscilla Mullins Alden 

Mary Norris Allerton 

Elinor Billington 

Mary Brewster 

Susanna Chilton 

Sara Eaton 

Mrs. Edward Fuller 

Elizabeth Fisher Hopkins 

Elizabeth Tilley Howland 

Alice Mullins 

Joan Hurst Tilley 

Susanna White 

Susanna Winslow 

Bartholomew Allerton 

Remember Allerton 

Francis Billington 

Love Brewster 

Mary Chilton 

John Cooke 

Mary Allerton Cushman 

Samuel Eaton 

Samuel Fuller 

Constance Hopkins 

Giles Hopkins 

Joseph Rogers 

Resolved White 

http://www.ohiomayflower.org/
mailto:OHMayflowerHistorian@gmail.com
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Junior 

 Membership 

 

The GSMD Junior Member Committee is planning a 

sightseeing tour of Plymouth, MA and surrounding areas in 

June 2010 for ages 15 ð 25. (15-17 year olds must be 

accompanied by an adult). All parents welcome. Gather in 

America's hometown and experience this unique opportunity 

to get to know Society Junior Members from other states! 

Walk in the footsteps of your ancestors! Details and a 

registration form will be in the spring Mayflower Quarterly 

provided there is a minimum of 20 participants. Please email 

dayquacks@aol.com or debgeorgantis@yahoo.com if you 

are interested.  

Deb Yingst, Junior Member Committee Tour Chair 

Name  Ancestor  Colony  

Elizabeth Anne Gricar  Wiilliam White COL 

 Sponsored by grandmother Betty M. Gricar-Goad 

 

Gwyneth Harrison  John Alden WR 

 Sponsored by grandmother Lynne Alden Scott 

 

Ashley Nicole Parsell  William White TOL 

 Sponsored by father Matthew Aaron Parsell 

 

Teresa Louise Ramos  John Howland COL 

 Sponsored by grandmother Sharon L. Kent Dauer 

 

Samantha Carolyn Titko  John Howland WR

 Sponsored by great grandfather Ray C. Garrett 

 

Kyle Anthony Tong  William White TOL 

 Sponsored by uncle Matthew Aaron Parsell 

 

Carly Elizabeth Shelley  John Howland WR 

Madalyn Louise Shelley  John Howland WR

 Sponsored by Grandfather David L. Shelley  

 

Deadline for next 

issue: October 1, 

2010 
 

NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS: All submissions to the 

Buckeye Mayflower must be submitted by email. 

Send text and photos submissions to: 
Patti Albaugh at 

mayflowerlady@pattialbaugh.com 
 

WE NEED PHOTOS! Be sure to get 

permission from the people in the photos, 

however. 

 
Society members may reprint if credit is given. 

All others, contact the editor for permission. 
Authors retain rights to their work. 

Your Buckeye Mayflower will be in color if 

you receive it through email!  

Contact the editor at  

mayflowerlady@pattialbaugh.com  

for email delivery.  

What do Lt. Governors 

Plant in Their Gardens?  

Three rows of Peas, of course 

 Perseverance, Patience and Peace 

AND, 15 rows of turnips  

for people who TURNUP at our meetings!! 


